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The Seals Of The Sheepscot

From Mid July through Late August, 
Seals are a common sight on Middle 
Mark Island in the Sheepscot River.
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THE DOLE FAMILY OF BATH ON A WATER PICNIC

A Gourmet Boat Picnic originating in Bath, with stops at Trevett, Boothbay Harbor, and Five Islands.

One of my most memorable 
charters was with the Dole Family 

of Bath celebrating their 49th 
Wedding Anniversary.  The weather 

was beautiful on this Late July Day.

Beginning in Bath, I asked the 
Doles what they wanted to do and 

where they wanted to go.  They 
seemed completely amazed that 

they had any choice in the matter.

They had mentioned in the 
booking process that they would 

like very much to visit their good 
friends the ShepardÕs who lived on 

the Samoset Road in Boothbay.

So down the Sasanoa we went 
headed for Goose Rock Passage 

and the Sheepscot River.  After a 
mandatory tour of Upper and 

Lower Hells GateÕs, and a brief visit 

with the seals at Middle Mark 
Island, we continued on to 

Townsend Gut for a visit with The 
ShepardÕs.

RIVER RUN TOURS, INC.

There Are So Many 

Options To Make Your 

Adventure Unique
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Dole Family Adventure               

(continued from page 1)

The ShepardÕs have a beautiful 
home w/dock on Townsend Gut 

adjacent to Southport Island.  
There we made fast to the dock 

and enjoyed wine, cookies and 

some of the best snacks this 
Captain could have asked for.  

Captains generally try to stick to 
themselves and stay out of the fray 

acting as guide and hired help, but 

there would be none of that this 
day.

Then continuing through 
Townsend Gut to Boothbay Harbor 

we made the obligatory slow 

circumnavigation of the inner 
harbor.

It was a very calm day, and 
about 3PM we decided to drop the 

hook and relax in the harbor for 
dinner.

The DoleÕs had come with a 
complete gourmet dinner for 8 

prepared and packaged by The 

Frugal Gourmet of Brunswick 
Maine.  This was certainly an 

impressive feast, and a highly 
recommended method of Þne 

dining on a boat.

Our return trip brought us 
across the Sheepscot to Five 

Islands, then up The Little 
Sheepscot River between 

Georgetown and MacMahan 

Island.
Returning to our slip in Bath, it 

was very obvious that the Dole 
family thoroughly enjoyed their day, 

and I as Captain will always 

remember the smiles on their faces 
the whole time.

Maine’s Special Allure 

Scenes from Three Maine 
Rivers.  

Top:Lobstermen strive for 
unique paint (Sheepscot).

Center: The Seals of ÒBurnt 
JacketÓ (Kennebec).

Bottom: Lobster shack at 
Gurnet (New Meadows).

MAINE

Leaving 

Five Islands on 

The Little 

Sheepscot
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River Run Tours is designed to be a 

very special Family Orientated 

service, focusing on personal 

attention & safety.

Welcome to my Custom River Tour 

Company, River Run Tours.  My name is Ed 

Rice, and yes I am a native of the area, born in 

Bath.  I have been in this general area, on water 

& land, for just over 49 years.  I married 

Marianne Dorr (Artist) in 1992, and together with 

her son Matthew and various dogs and cats 

have made our home on Walnut Point in 

Woolwich.  I am a Mainer and proud of it.  Let 

me show you.

In 2001 Marianne and we purchased our 

very Þrst Pontoon Boat, The ÒMarianne of the 

SasanoaÓ and kept it at a neighbors dock on the 

Sasanoa River close to our home.  We spent 

much time with my step-son Matthew, dogs, 

and friends and family exploring the area rivers 

and coastal inlets.  We also entertained co-

workers from both Trask-Decrow Machinery and 

Just Framing.

Many times our guests would tell me how 

nice it would be to have a charter service that 

focused on family picnics, wildlife and just 

meandering around the coast.  That intrigued 

me, as my father would say Òno little and quite 

someÓ and I began to plan the business.

I was helping Marianne set up her exhibit at 

an Art Show in Cape Elizabeth in July of 2005, 

and once set up I had some time to kill.  I took 

my laptop computer to a picnic table under a 

shade tree at the fort, and began the 

brainstorming and planning process.

On Nov 1 when I pulled the Marianne of the 

Sasanoa out of the water, I new I had to have a 

bigger, more stable and powerful pontoon boat 

to pull this off.  After countless hours  searching 

the internet, I ordered the perfect boat.

I attended school and received my USCG 

OUPV (6-Pack) License, received certiÞcation in 

life saving, CPR, and First Aid, was fully licensed 

and started River Run ToursÕ Inc. a Maine 

corporation.  I then Started the web-site and it 

was off tho the races.

On February 20th of 2006 The Boat arrived 

from Missouri.  It was big, stable, powerful, and 

bright yellow.  Perfect!  It has  three separate 

hulls, U-Shaped Pontoons that are much more 

buoyant than round pontoons.  

After months of outÞtting, painting, and 

careful preparations, I launched ÒThe River 

RunnerÓ and have been introducing locals and 

tourists alike to our beautiful coast of Maine.

I have operated two full seasons, 159 

Under Way hours and feel like I have only seen 

the icebergs tip.  I look forward to every run!

For 2008 I have upgraded my USCG 

license to Master 50-Ton Inland.  I have moved 

my port of operation from Bath to Edgecomb at 

the Sheepscot Harbour Village and Resort.  

I have worked with Sheepscot Harbour 

Resort now for over a year on both Custom 

Tours and the 22 Operation Recognition Cruises 

I have provided with Roger Bintliff.  I Þnd 

everyone there to have the same ideas & 

designs on customer service as I do.  A Great 

Match!

Thank you to all Family and friends that 

read this.  Your countless ÒTest RidesÓ have 

brought comments ideas and suggestions, and 

have allowed me to model a service like no 

other.  Thank you to Midcoast Insurance, 

Seaside Technologies, M.A.C.C., Main Street 

Bath, Kennebec Tavern Marina, & The 

Sheepscot Harbour Resort.

If interested in knowing more, please visit 

www.riverruntours.com  or call 207-504-BOAT 

(2628)  and speak to the captain directly.   

!

OUR FAMILY

Family 

River Run Tours would have 
never been possible without 
the support of family, past & 
present.
Top: With my Wife Marianne 
and Rodney. Rodney left us 
in October of 2006.
Center: My Father Bob Rice 
who passed June 24th of 
2005.
Bottom: My Mother FiÞ on a 
Brunch trip in 2006 to SlateÕs 
in Hallowell

http://www.riverruntours.com
http://www.riverruntours.com


A FEW IDEAS
Depending on Tide, Temperature, Weather 

and other conditions, there are a great many 

choices of sights and scenery available.  Inland 

is usually better on cooler days.  The ocean is 

refreshing on the dog days of summer.

First decide the most convenient pick up 

and drop off spot.  It always costs less to come 

to our home port in Edgecomb, but we are 

extremely ßexible and reasonable for those with 

special request.

Next decide what things may be interesting 

for all passengers, children especially like 

watching Seals and Wildlife.

If a meal will be necessary during your 

time with us there are many choices.  You 

are welcome to bring a picnic meal, there is 

always room in the boats coolers.

If you rather buy food along the way, 

there are several choices depending on the 

destination.  We would simply want to 

know what you had in mind, and at what 

time during the cruise.  We always allow a 

reducedÓstand by rateÓ while not underway.

River Run Tours supplies cooler 

space, ice and bottled water.  We also have 

some sun screen, towels, tumblers, plates 

and plastic cutlery for emergencies, but you 

should plan to bring what you will use.

The River Runner is equipped with a full 

privacy enclosure, and marine head (toilet) for 

limited use when needed.  We are never very far 

from any required facilities.

River Run Tours Operates on The 

Sheepscot River from Sheepscot to Boothbay 

Harbor and Five Islands.  We also operate on 

The Kennebec River between Fort Popham and 

Augusta.  There are Þve other inter-connecting 

rivers that we are very familiar with.   Some of 

the Òoff-the-beaten-

pathÓ spots are 

certainly the best.  

Explore the 

Shipbuilding History of 

Bath, Richmond and 

Bowdoinham, and beautiful 

Merrymeeting bay.

Let us show you Maine they way most 

could never imagine!                               ED

Custom Itineraries

Call us with your 

ideas, together we will 

create a masterpiece!

Let The 

Secrets of 

Maine Unfold

RIVER RUN TOURS, INC..
28 Walnut Point

Woolwich, Maine 04579

Office: 207-442-7028 

Boat:   207-504-BOAT

Recipient Name
4321 First Street
Anytown, State 54321

Equipment
The River Runner is a 25Õ G3 Model LX3-25C Tri-Hulled Cruiser with 150HP Yamaha 4-Stroke Power.  It has a Flat 
Deck with 4 Dock Height Walk on Entrances and is Wheelchair Accessible**. There is a large Sun Tanning Deck, 
and extremely comfortable seating.  There is a completely enclosed private changing room with marine head. 
Although vessel is rated for 15 passengers, there is a commercial limit of 6-persons when operated for hire.  We 
feature full sun shade when desired, fresh wash water, drinking water, and all required safety devices as required 
by USCG for commercial vessels.  Vessel has cell Phone, VHF radio, Moving Map GPS for navigation.  Boat and 
all equipment was manufactured in 2006 is meticulously cleaned and readied after every cruise.


